Percutaneous drainage of malignant cysts.
Five patients who were suffering pain or pressure effects from malignant neoplastic cysts of the gastrointestinal or genito-urinary tract had percutaneous drainage guided by computed tomography. In four patients percutaneous drainage succeeded in relieving symptoms. There was objective relief of pressure effects due to the cyst in three patients, including reversal of renal failure in one patient. The technique failed in the remaining patient due to septation of the cyst. Percutaneous drainage has a limited but important role in the management of patients with advanced cancer when alleviation of pressure effects is required.